
and   other   combat   gear.       .45   caliber   autc>matic   pístois   were   i£
to   each    crew   member    and    a    .45    caliber    Thompson    Sub-machin€
[Tc}mm.y-gun]      was      issued      to     all     bcjmbardíers      to     be     used
transporting    trie    highly    Ë;ecret.    bombsight.     to    anci    from    the
`'a. u 1 t .

Bill   am3   I  gc>t   in  a   high  rolling   cra`p  g-ame   that   night   and
picked   up   several   hundred   dollars.      We   decided   that   now   was
t.ime   to   buy   an   engagment   ring   fc>r   our    fiancees    if   we   c;ould
slíp   irito   to`v`ïri   someway.      Bill   had   met   an   old.   friend    in   the   n
hall   that   was  a.  medic;al   officer  and  permanently  attached  here,
furiiished   us   with  medícal    insignia   and   open   pas5es   that   woul€
tis    in    and   ciut    the    gate    as   medical    officers.        The   mission
accomplished  with  no   snags   and   the   diamonds   were   in   the  mail
n i ght .

The    fc31lQw-ing    day    we    flew    to    Selfridge    Field,    Mic;higan
landed    to    spend    the    night.        Än    all     negro    fighter    group
static)ned   here,    I    think    it    was    the    72nd   Fighter    Group,    an{
experimental    thing,    and   made   up   entirely   of   blacks.       They
flying   the   P-39   known   as   t`he   Bell   Äerocobï`a.      A   relativel`.J   s
craft   they  didn't   work   out   too  well   with   the   German   fighters,
were   excellent    against   the   Jap   Zero.       When    sent    into   comba'
Italy   they   proved   to   be  a   disaster.      Their   favorite   caper  wa
fire  all  of  theír  ammo  into  the  air,   often  hitting  the  bombers
were  supposedl¥  escorting.     Out  Qf  ammo  they  had  to  return  to  b
Af ter  a  short  period  the¥  were  returned  to  the  states  as  heroes
used  in  some  prc>paganda  €ampaígn.     That  night   there  was  a  party
d.anc:e  at   thë  NCO  Glub  that  we   all   thought  would  be  fun  as   there
a  unit   of  WÄC'S   stationed  here  and  there   should  be  plenty  of   g
to   dance   wíth,    etc.      The   NCO   Club   was   off   limits    to   Officers
Bill,   Griff  and   1  borrowed  clothes  from  our  Sergeants  and  atte
the  affair,      The  party  progressed  as   expected  with  black  boys
white   boys    and    only   white   girls.        When    the    f íght    started,
intrüders  had  to  leav-e  before  the  MP's  arríved,   as   it  wouldn't  ]
been  good   tQ  be  arrested  in   Sgt.   stripes   Three  of   our  gunners  i
arrest.ed.,   JQnes  and   the  two   Texans.     They  were   f ined  fíft¥   dol
each  and   conf ined   tcj   t-ne  post   which  meant   nothíng  as   we   lef t
Presque   IË31e,    Maine    that   day.       Here   we   found    that   our   wing   .
valves    had    been     installed    backwards    preventing    the    fuel
fl{)wing   to   t.he  main   tanks.      This   would   have   proven   disast.rou£
the¥  had  cif  remained  undetected  untíl  we  tried  to  open  them  hal]
across   the  Atlantic:.      Naturallyí   being  c>verseas   personnel   w-e   `
not   allowed   off   base.       One   of   our   gunners.,    HodstQn   had   not   {
h¢Jme   cm   the   six   day   furiough   as   he   wc>uid   of   used   aii    the   timé
t-.ravelíng.   A   legal   pass   could   not   be   obtained,   so   we   fixed   on€
for  him.      His   home  was   only   abc}ut   thirty  miies   from   the  base   s{
spent   a   few  days   at   home   and  was   bac;k   ín   time   for   our   departui
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CHAPTER   11
0VERSEAS   AND   COMBAT    [May   and   June    1943]

The Airforce  used  two  dif ferent  routes  when  f lying  to  England.
The  direct  route   was   from  Gander   Lake,   Newfc>undland;   to   Prestwick,
Scotland.      Under   normal   condítíons   it   could   be   f lown   in   less   than
eleven  hciurs.     We  carried   fuel   for   eleven-plus  so   this  was   cutting
it   rather  close,   but  with   the  right   winds  and  weather   it  was   used
quite   frequently.

The   far    northern    route   started    at    Goose   Bay   Labrador;    to
Greenland,.   then  to   lceland;   and  f inally   on  to  Prestwick,   Scotland.
This  route  wouid  take   three  days,   and  much  of  the   time  the  weather
would  turn  bad  overnight  and  the  planes  would  be  socked  in  until   it
cleared,  which  could  take  several  days.    Therefore  the  dírect  route
while   more   dangerou§,   was   used   more   often   than   the   far   northern
route ,

We   f lew    to   Gander    Lake,    Newfoundland   as    soon    as    "Iron   Gut
Gert"  was  ready  to  go  again  and  prepared  for  the  long  f light  across
the  Atlantic.     The  weather  and  winds  weren't   cooperative  the   fírst
day   so  we  were   forced   to   lay  over.

While   talkíng   to   some  permanent   personnel   we  were   told   that
there  was  good  trout   f ishing  in  the  lake.     Grif f  and  1   scrounged  up
some   tackle,   bait   and  beer   and  went   a'fishin.      We  borrctwed   an   old
raft   tied  up  near   the  wharf ,   went   aboard  and  poled  c>ur  way  out   tc)
deep  water+     We  dropped  our   lines   and  right   away   started   catching
f ish   that   were  running   from  ten   to  eighteen   inches   long.      We   had
taken  a  lunch  and  beer  along  so  were  having  a  good  old  time.     After
a   few   hours   we  must   have   caught   enough   trc>ut   to   feed   our   entire
Squadron  sc>  decided  to  go  in.     We  had  completely  forgotten  that  our
only  means  of  power  and  steering  the  raft  was  with  the  poles  and  we
cciuldn't   touch   bottom.      Besides   this   the  wind   was   picking  up   and
blowíng  us  across   the  lake.     We  could  only  wait  until  we  were  ciose
enough   to   shore   to   reach   bottom   with   the   poles.       About   an   hour
before   sun-down    the   poles    touched   bottom,    but   we   were   straight
across  the  lake  from  the  base,   probably  a  couple  of  miles.     When  it
was   possible   to   pole   again   we   had   drifted   ínto   a   maze   of   snags,
f lciating  trees  and  brush.     We  fought   thís  situation   for  awhile  but
couid  make  no  headway  at  all ,   so  decided  we  would  have  to  walk  back
a`round  the  shore   line.     We  thought   this  would  probably  take  four  Qr
f ive  hours.    We  started  wading  as  quickly  as  possible,   carrying  ciur
ca.tch  Qf   f ish  and  Gur   tackle.     There   seemed  to   be  only  t.hick   brush
and  swamp.     Finally  after  sliding   and  falling  around   in   the  mud  we
reaGtne,d     dry     ground,      only     to     f ind     a     fence     of     barbed     wire
entanglement   [c®ncertina  wire] .     This   fence  was  placed  right  on  the
edge    of    the    §wamp    so   we    stíll    had    to   wade    in    the   Ïï`ud.    We    had



sacjrif ic:ed   abrjut   half   c5f   our   fish   by   now.      Darkness   had   overtal
us    and    searGhlights    were    probing    the    perimeter     that    we    w€
following.       We    dídn't   know   until    later    that    this   was    a   weatÈ
ínstallation  and  manned   by  Canadian   troc)ps.     Anywa¥  we  realized
wouldn'    be   too   he,Èlthy   t.o   be   seen    lurking   in   the   shadows,    so
could  only  move  between  the   light  beams.     Many  hours  and   just   a  £
f ish  later  we  were  out  of  the  swamp  and  had  reached  a  corduroy  ra
`funning  t`3ward  the  base.     A  most  welcome   sight   as  we  had  been   und
attac;k   from   squadrons    of   marnmoth   mosquítos   for   hours.       We   we
coated    with    mud,     so    this    slowed    their    at.tacks    down    a    littl
Needing  both  hands   to  protect   ourselves  we   lost   all   ínterest   in
trout  dinner,   so  dropped   the  last   of  c>ur  catch  along   the  road.
reached  the  base  with  only  the  fishing  tackle  we  had  bc>rrowed.     I
guard,s   toc>k   about    thirty   minutes    identifying   us,    then   gave   us
ríde   to  our  barracks.      Now   to  our  dísmay,   we  were   scheduled   for
five   c>'clrjc:k   take-off .      .It   being   three   a.m.    now,   we   just   had   ti'
for   a  mc)st   welcome   shower,   a   briefíng  and  breakfast,   with  no   ti.
fQr   sleep   or   even   rest.      We   were   in   great   shape   for   an   extend
f lig`ht  across   the  Atlantíc  Ocean.     At  briefing  we  were  told  that  '
would   be,   f lyíng  at   altitude  most   of   the   time   sc>  we   would   ride   t
tail   winds,   and   this  wc>uld   necessitate  using  oxygen.     As  we   didn•nave   a   large   enr_iugh   reserve   to   eriable   all   of   the   crew   to   stay   i
oxygen  for   the  entíre  flight,    twci  men  would  change   off  every  hou
Griff   and   1   decided   we  would   change   every   two   hours,    which   wou
allow   the   one  without   oxygen   to   get   some  badly  needed   sleep.

Our   altitude   shoüld   be   about    16,000    feet.       While   nc>t    bei;
daiigerc3us  to  the  health  wíthout  oxygen  a  person  would  become  drow
a`nd  muddled.     We  would  use  c;elestial   and  dead  reckoníng  to  f ind  o`
way  a{=ross  as   there  were  no  radio  beacons  until   we  gc>t  within  fif
!ï`iles   of   Prestwick.       Griff   plotted   our   course   and   gave   Ëarl    t]
headíng   then   went    tc}    sleep.       I   was    to   check   our   position    eve:
t.hirty  minutes   while   he  was   sleeping.      If   the   winds   didn't   c;hani
there   wc)uld   be   no   correction   in   our   heading.      Äf ter   about   eig]
hciurs  in.to  f iight  we  suddenly  realízed  that  we  had  both  been  aslei
for   a   cc>uple   c)f   hours.      Checking  our   drift   we   found   that   the  wi]
had   changed   drastically   and   it   was   ver¥   likely   that   we   were   o:
c;ourse.      With   some   calculaticin   and   1   thínk   a   little   magic,    Gri.
ma.de   a   new   heading   and   about    two   hours    later   we   made   a   perfe(
1and-fall   cin   Scotland.      We   landed  at   Prestwick   after   eleven   pli
hours   in   the   air   just   a5   thë   bGok   said  we   should.

Oür   quarters    were    in   a    huge    beautiful    castle    with    nice.
gí'oc)med   lawns  and  shrübbery+     I  recall   a  very   large  barn  of   a  sc}rl
where  the  gunners  were  quartered.     The  castle  seemed   like  a  museui
ThËre  wa§   kní.ghts   armc`ur   standing   in   the   halls   and   in  manv   of   tl
rooms,   swords,   shields  and   crests  were   on  the  walls.      It  gave  me
§traíii]-Ë  feelingí   as   if  we  were  mcidern  day  knights  going   into  batt:
em   these  Lild  timers  had  so  many   ¥ears  ag.o.     Of  course  .we  had   f lyii
È3teadei    and    no    aï`n-!Liuï-.

Wë   s[`è!¥e£Ï[  he`t_`e   twc3   iia-¥s   just   resting,    then   ori   to   oür  tDermanel
hrjïï±|e   at   Ridg-ewe||,    |ocated   about    twenty   mí|es   east   of   c_áiï,bridgt
Fr.cüït    t-he    aír     the    c:ountry    wa`s    v.ëry    bea.Litiful_,     ít     being    sprii
Ëverythirig  was   {=-i.ï-een,    arii=].   t_hg   bui.ld.ings   well   paiï?.te.d   it   maFie   a  ve]
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nic#   sight.      One   thíng  distracted   from  all    the   beauty   though   and
made  us   consciencB  of   the  present.     This   was   the  never  ending  bomb
craters  that  were  vísible  wherever   ¥ou  looked.     They  were  the   grim
results  of   The  Battle  of   Britain.     The  German   Luftwaffe  had   really
clobbered     them    and     were     still     makíng     nightly    raids     on     the
airbases.The  RAF  never  flew  bombing  missicms  during  the  day  only  at
night.      We  Americans   were   just   the   c!pposite   by   flying   during   the
day.      Consequently  our   planes   were   on   the   ground  at   night,   makirig
them  a  more   lucratíve  target   for  the  Luftwaffe  than   the  RÄF  bases.

The    RÄF    and   Amerícan    Airforce    had    two    distinctly    different
theories    about     bombing     enemy    targets.          However    the     type    of
bombsight  each  had  to  use  dictated  their  bc>mbing  procedure.     We  had
given  England  our   Sperry  sight   desígned  for  pattern  bombing.     This
was  a   large  sight   and  permanently  mounted  in   the  aircraft.     It   was
not   nearly   as   acciirate   as   our   Norden.       They   would    fly   into    the
target  area  singiy,   at  about   two  minute   íntervals,   síght   in  on   the
target   and   drop   their   bomb   load.      The   target   area   would   be   well
saturated  and   the   target   usually  destroyed.

With   our   Norden    sight   we   employed   a   precision   type   bombing
system.    In    theciry   every   Qne   of    our   bomb   runs    should   have    been
successful   and  on  target   but  due   to  the   limited  bcïmb   run  and  human
error,   there  were   some  misses.     Our   daylight   bombing  caused  us   to
be  completely  vulnerable  to  anti-aiircraft  fire  and  enemy   fighters.
By-flying  in  a  carefully  worked  out   formation  to  use  the  fire  power
of   each   plane   to   the   best   advantage,   we   were   enabled   to   put   up
quite  an  impressive  and  challenging  front   for  the  German   fighters.
We  were  positioned  in  echelons  of  three  units.     Three  planes  to  the
Flight,    and   so    on   as    follows:       Flights    formed    into    Squadrons;
Squadrons  into  Groups;     Groups   ínto  Wings  and  Wings   ínto  a  Dívisíon
all   flying  this   basic  pattern.

Head-on  view     1                      View  from  above  and  below

Thi"lan  offered  prote±ion  foHhe   formation  from  each3+±
1

guns.       When   a   plane   was    knocksd   out    of   formation,    they   were   on
theír   c)wn   and   at   the  mercy   of   the   enemy   fightersf   having   lost   the
protectíon  of   the   formatíon's   fire~power.      The   last   plane   in   the
formation  was  known   as  Tail-End   Charlie  and   the   last   flig-ht  was   in
the  Purple  Heart  Corner.     The  lead  planes  had  the  protection  of  the
entire   formation.

As  threatening  a  front  as  we  presented,  the  ljuftwaf fe  f ighters
would   form  at   two   o'clock   hig-h  and   come   diving  and   f iring   through
the  £ormation,   one   after  another,     It  was   amazing,   distressing  and
frightening,   iri  that  order,   to  see  how  courageous  and  §killful   they
really  were.

We  were   checked   out   by   a   training   cadre  whom   presumably   had
extensive  combat   experience  and   found   that   we   must   loosen   up   our
formation   f lying.       By    f lying   so   close   we   were   a   hazard   tc}   each
other.     When  one  was  hit   and  went  down   he  could   easíly  take   one   or
more  planes   with  him.     After   a  few  days  of   combat   training  tíJe  were
given   the   stamp  of   apprc>val   and  declared   ready  and   wílling.

The   -weather   turned   foul    [an   Ëng-lish   word   for   bad],    fog`gy   ari.d



the  hi-balls.     The  Colonel   was  very   co-operative,   and   said  that  Í
a  5keleton   crew  couid  be  found   that  was   sober,   he  wouH  aHc"  thi
to  take   a  plane  wíth  some  water  to   altitude  until   it  was   frozen  {
we  would  have   ice  for  c>ur  drinks.     Earl  was   the  pilot  chosen  to  g
and   in  a  couple  cjf   hours  the¥  were  back  with   the   ic;e.     The  next   d
some   wit   f igured   the   c:c>st   c>f   the   ice   at   about   f ífty   dollars   p
drink,   and  posted   it   on   the  bulletin  board,

A  shc#  factory  was  discovered  near  the  base   that  emplo¥ed  a
womerL   so  it  wasnt   lc!ng  before  we  aH  had  dancíng  partners.     Aft
l   was   shot   down  mGst   of   the  off icers  had   live-ín  housekeepers.

The   Äírbaf!es    ín    England    were    buift    to    blend    in    wíth    t
countr¥   side   and   were   prett¥   weH   camouf iaged.      Sectíons   of   t
rufi-way  could  be  spotted  from  the  aír  by  someone  who  knew  it   was
aírbase.      The  hard-stands   for   the  planes   were  weH   díspursed  a
also  the  buildíngs.     Our  quarters  were  quanset  hutsr  with  eíght  n
tS  the  hut.     Ihey  were  sectíoned  off   into  eight  room5,  with  a  lai
fc>Sm   in   the   center   that   had   a   heatíng   stove.      We   cooked   a   lot
c!ur   meais   here,   as   the  më§s-han   was   abc>ut   two  míles   away   and   t
chcw   wasnï    ver¥    good   an¥wa¥.       When   we    le£t    the    States   we   1
1oaded   the   plane   with   C-Rations    that    turned   out    to   be   our    (
prc!pert¥,    so   we  had   pleïtt¥   Gf   fcjod   availablË.      We   Goü"   trade   1
D-¥3z3    Ec:hocolatë]  f   and   Nescafe   frcim   the   C-Ratícms   fcff   fresh   e{
13ïïú   many   cither   gGcïd   things.
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We  were  all   issued  bicycles  as  Qur  means  of   transportation  for
getting  around   the  base.      Every  place  we  had   to   go   seemed   to  be  a
mile  or   two  away.     The   Officer's  Club  was  about   two  miles   from  our
quarters   which  made   it   diff í€ult   to   f ind  our  way  home   cm   bicycles
at  night   with  no   light  ever,   only  flashlights.     The   roads  or  paths
were  bordered  with  tall   shrubbery  and  usually  muddy.      I   found   that
it   didn't   pay   to   stay   till   closing   tíme.

The  day  af ter   the  party   was   just   a   lazy   day.      We   lay   around
licking   our   wounds   and   healing   up   from   the   party.       Earl   pedaled
over   to   the  Headquarters  and  returned  wíth   the  good  news   that   the
mäximum    ef fort     was     on    for     tomorrc]w     if     the    weather     remained
favorable.        What    the    target    would    be    wouldn't    be    known    until
brief íng   the   next   morning.       Keeping   anything   secret   was   a    laugh
here,     as     the     German     Newscaster,      "Ijord    Haw-Haw",     a     defected
Englishman,   would   welcome   each   new   group  as   they   arrived,    on   his
0600  hQurs  newscast   that  we  would  listep.  to  while  eating  breakfast.

Occasionally  he  would   toss   in   some   useful   information   about   a
new  group,   such  as   in  our  case,   he  told  us  that  our  mess-hall   clock
was   five  minutes   fast.


